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The Characteristics of Worldliness
James 4:2-3

Introduction:

We saw last week the conflict that was caused by worldliness. The conflict among themselves was caused by the conflicts within themselves, which came in turn from their worldliness.

How did this happen? - Verses 2 and 3 will tell us. Four times in 2 verses he tells them that –

   They were lacking what they wanted

          You do not have 

        
   Cannot obtain

                  You do not have

                      You do not receive
If they are lacking what they want, we may assume that they are not wealthy people. So, poor people can be worldly. It is the “have nots” that are being rebuked. Not the “haves” Worldliness is not the possessions of things but the obsession with things.

This leads us to the first and fundamental characteristic of worldliness.

I.  Worldliness is Lustful – 4:2a

“you lust and have not”

A. The Description of Lust

1. It is Powerful

ἐπιθυμεῖτε – not “want”  NIV - It’s stronger than that – Crave is more to the point. It can be used of good desires, but usually refers to bad, often sexual desires.
If I said that one of you lusted, you might immediately think of sexual lust. The sin principle has been dethroned from its mastery over the regenerated spirit. But, it continues to make its presence felt through the yearnings of our minds and bodies, through:
· Sexual drives

· Desire for material possessions

· Yearnings for dominance

· Misuse of the tongue

Paul said: in Romans 7
“For I delight in the law of God according to the inward man. But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members.”
2. Lust is Unquenchable

Satisfaction of lust is only momentary. The Women’s Temperance League used to come to the school and tell us - 

· First the man takes a drink

· Then the drink takes a drink

· Then the drink takes the man

Whether it is drink or a cigarette or illicit sex or a donut – one calls for another.

B. The Object of Lust

They were lusting for their neighbor’s things. There were rich and poor in the church

“Let the lowly brother glory in his exaltation, but the rich in his humiliation, (1:9) – 

  Most churches today have both.

C. The Frustration of Lust

If you don’t have something, and you don’t lust after it, then, you have no problem. But if you don’t have something, and you do lust after it, then you are frustrated, unhappy and miserable.
Worldliness is first and foremost – lustful.

II. Worldliness is Hateful – 4:2b

“you commit murder”

A. It can Lead to Murder – Two Examples 

1. Ahab – I Kings 21:1-29 

He desired Naboth’s vineyard.  Jezebel got it for him. Two men said they heard Naboth curse God so they stoned him and his vineyard went to Ahab.

2.  David – II Samuel 10

B. It will Lead to Hatred, which is Murder.

[James probably has figurative meaning in mind]
Matthew 5:21-22
“You shall not murder, and whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment.’ But I say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says to his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the council. But whoever says, “You fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire.”
I John 3:15

“Whoever hates his brother is a murderer…”
III. Worldliness is Envious – 4:2c

“you are envious,”

You cannot obtain” ζηγοῦτε – to desire heatedly -- to have zeal for – to be jealous for

A. They Desired to Possess another’s Property

Not only wanted it, but they were passionate about it.

B. They were Not able to Get it

This brings on more frustration.
IV. Worldliness is Quarrelsome – 4:2d

“you fight and war” - He uses the same words as in v. 1, only in reverse order.

A. They Fight Each Other 
“You have skirmishes - μάχεσθε -
B. The Quarrel with Each Other – 

“You are in a state of war” - πολεμεῖτε
V.  Worldliness is Prayerless – 4:2e
“you have not because you ask not”

A. Lack of Prayer is Sometimes the Cause of Poverty
B.  Faithful Prayer is Sometimes a Guarantee of Wealth

VI. Worldliness is Greedy – 4:3

“You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures.”

“you ask that you may squander it on your pleasures.”

A. Worldly People Sometimes Pray

B. They Don’t Receive

C. They Ask with Wrong Motives

